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imself 


“And it came to pass, that while they communed to- 
gather and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near,’ Luke 
24:15. 

Not an angel from the glory, flying swift on joyous wing; 

Not an envoy, sent expressly, with a message from a king; 

But Himself whom angels worship; but Himself the very 
Word; 

All Divine, intensely human; sympathizing, risen Lord. 


Not with trumpets, not with heralds, driving back in tones 
severe; 

But with gracious held-out sceptre, and the smile that 
draws thee near. 

Coming slowly, gentle, lowly, He to whom all power is 
given; 

Strong to save thee, wise to guide thee, pledged to bring 
thee safe to heaven. 


Coming nearer than thy nearest, those who would, but 
cannot, aid, 

Proving truer than thy dearest, those who watched with 
thee and prayed. 

Love itself, unfathomed, deathless; love which ne’er mis- 
understands; 

Love untiring, love desiring, stretching forth beseeching 
hands. 


Not thy merits, not thy virtues, not the record of thy 
deeds; 

But His joy of utter giving, and His knowledge of thy 
needs, 

By His blood-signed deed of purchase, by His right to 
claim and bless, 

Right to beautify and clothe thee, in His own pure right- 
eousness. 


His the stripping, His the bruising, His the holes through 
hands and feet; 
Thine the healing, thine the life-stream, heaven’s river 
full and sweet. 
No more queries, no more distance, no more room for 
sinful fear; 
He Himself is thine for ever; always able, always near. 
K. Staines, The Elim Evangel 





A Christian should be an unanswerable argument for 
the Bible, a rebuke to everyone living in hyposcrisy, an 
invitation to all who are living in sin. He lives in right 
relation to his God and reminds the world of Jesus.—J. 
Wilbur Chapman 





Have you one anxious thought you do not bring to Je- 
sus? Have you one care you deem too light, too small 
to lay before Him? It is then too small to give you one 
moment’s concern. Either cast your care upon Him who 
careth for you or cast it away from you altogether. If it 
be unfit for His sympathy, it is unworthy of you.—Select- 
ed 
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| AM PROTESTANT 





By SAM W. EDMUNDS, Pastor, Clinton, Illinois 


P ROTESTANTISM has always used its title in a 
shamefaced way as if it were a crime to cry from 
the housetops that one were a Protestant. The 
reason may be that those who are not Protestants have 
hung upon those who are the sin of being against some- 
thing or someone. The word “protestant” comes from 
two Latin words: pro, meaning for; and testis, meaning 
to witness; protestant is to “witness for.” In the light of 
this definition, no non-Romanist need be ashamed of the 
title of “Protestant.” . 


Of all Christians only Protestants have the precious 
privilege of testifying to their own personal convictions 
without fear of reprisal or penalty. The Roman Church 
does not tolerate the personal testimonies of its con- 
stituents. 


Because Protestants do have and do use the privilege 
of testifying their convictions, we are told that Protes- 
tantism is divided into a legion of faiths and heresies. 
Protestantism has its divisions, but its divisions are not 
its downfall. In A.D. 1050 the Roman Church divided into 
the East and West of Roman and Greek Catholic Church- 
es. From the earliest of the popes, there have been di- 
visions, differences, and schisms in the Roman Church, 
but because of the iron hand of the papal state, these 
divisions have been squelched. Those who have opposed 
or have dared to testify to their convictions have re- 
ceived excommunication, and with it the failure to buy 
or sell, within the sphere of the Roman influence. 

If Protestantism must labor under a totalitarian state 
to be one, we are divided and we shall remain divided. 
To fall into a dogma of the ecclesiastica! rules would put 
Protestantism in the state of the Pharisee during the 
time of Christ. Christianity is given to men on an op- 
tional basis, and the testimony of salvation is from man 
on the same basis and neither can be controlled or 
legislated by a church state. Protestantism makes no ef- 
fort or pretense of dictating or of legislating its converts 
to Christianity. Because Protestantism is divided into its 
many independent governing bodies does not weaken its 
effectiveness in its common goal. In these many bodies, 
men can find the system that best meets their personal 
emotions and wishes wherein he can labor best and most 
efficiently for the Lord. 


With the exception of an infinitesimal minority, we 
Protestants have much in common. We have our excep- 
tions, and so has the Roman Church. Our exceptions are 
not in the militant ranks of the Protestant Church, but 
those who broke ranks with Protestants are those not of 
evangelic Christianity. 


PROTESTANTISM has much for which to 
testify. Who has the gospel of deliverance? Who has the 
gospel with power of salvation? Who has the gospel of 
justification? Only Protestantism will stand without fear 
and will testify to a world steeped in sin that only in 
Christ can man find deliverance from his sins, find pow- 
er to live without sin in a world of sin, and find a state 
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in God that is pleasing to God. Only Protestantism holds 
the banner of blood that tells the world that God gave 
fallen man a way of salvation. Only Protestantism stands 
back and gives God the privilege and credit of forgiving 
man his sins, and because man believes in Christ, God 
justifies man. Only Protestantism dares to proclaim that 
all man needs to do to inherit eternal life is to believe 
upon the Son of God. Like Moses of old, Protestantism 
points to the uplifted Christ and cries, “As many as re- 
ceive him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God.” 


We testify to the world that we have a “High Priest” 
who is touched by our infirmities. In every way He was 
tempted like unto us. He sits at the right hand of the 
Father making intercession in our behalf. Proudly do we 
tell all that we need no man to tell us when our sins are 
forgiven, we need no man to take our sins to God but His 
only begotten Son. We gladly claim Him as our propitia- 
tion, and we do not boast in our works or in sacraments 
as the means of salvation. 


We testify to the world that when God for Christ’s 
sake forgave us our sins and saved us, He eternally 
saved us, and we are restored to the family of God. 
When that happened to us, He threw wide the gate of 
entrance to the kingdom of God and made us ready sub- 
jects to that eternal city. Protestants testify that for 
them there is no lingering in a state of purgatory, where 
imperfections are made perfect and sins are atoned by 
prayers of priests and payments of money by friends 
and relatives. To the world we testify that “by one offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

We testify that Christ lives within our hearts and that 
we do not need His picture or His image upon the cross 
to continually remind us of Him or of His death. Because 
He lives within our hearts, He is the center of all our 
deeds, and He is the theme of all our thoughts. Protes- 
tantism testifies that we, like Him, have crucified the 
flesh with its lusts and passions. How can we forget His 
death when we, too, have been crucified with Him. We 
need no string of beads to remind us to pray or what 
to pray for, for the Holy Spirit is in us making prayers 
and intercessions for us. 


“And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I.am His own; 

And the joy we share, as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known.” 


We testify that we are not citizens of a city or seven 
hills whose builder and maker is man, whose ruler and 
head is carnal and the passing of years means the pass- 
ing of the city and its inhabitants; but we are seeking a 
city to come whose Ruler and Maker is God. We do not 
desire to go to Rome and kiss the ring of the pope or to 
bow at his feet, but our goal is the entrance into that 
city foursquare which shall come down out of heaven— 


“the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city 3 


(Continued on page 15) 
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1AM CATHOLIC 


By SAM W. EDMUNDS, Pastor, Clinton, Illinois 


O DOUBT but that many Church of God members 

will gasp when a minister of this Church makes 

a statement without any qualification that he is 
catholic. The consternation is due, probably, to the fact 
that they do not know the meaning of the word catholic. 
For many centuries a church with its seat of government 
in Rome, Italy, has branded itself as the catholic church; 
many of those who call themselves protestant also refer 
to the Roman Church as the catholic church. The Roman 
church has no more right to call itself the Catholic 
Church than any other church organization has the 
right to call itself THE CHURCH in entirety. The word 
catholic when defined, not with the word Roman, means 
universal, one and all encompassing. In light of this def- 
inition let us see where I am catholic. 

I AM CATHOLIC IN HUMANITY. In the last few years, 
the doctors have found that the blood of man is trans- 
ferable to another man regardless to the color of the 
man’s skin that gives the blood or that receives the blood. 
The blood of a man can be fused into the veins of an- 
other regardless to color or race, and there will be no 
ill effects. All men are born equal, not in mentality, not 
in material possessions, but as members of the society of 
humanity. The animal kingdom, with all those vicious 
creatures, is not as foreign to species separate from 
themselves as men are to each other. The sooner man- 
kind realizes they are all catholic in humanity, the soon- 
er a utopia will become possible. All men are of the 
same blood whether white, yellow, black, red, or brown. 
Beneath the face and skin of man there is the universal 
brotherhood of man because of their blood. Paul, the 
apostle, said in Acts 17:26, “And hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on the face of the earth.” 

I AM CATHOLIC BY SIN BIRTH. From the time man 
begins life as a baby, he is continually harassed by sin 
that has been passed on to him from the time of Adam. 
All branches of life unconsciously acknowledge that some 
influence has affected man’s mind, body, and spirit. They 
have endeavored by education, economics, and politics 
to erase these effects with their cause, but all acknowl- 
edge that we are no closer the solution to the eradica- 
tion of this degrading force—SIN. Neither shall they 
come to the solution until they acknowledge the real 
cause and the only remedy. 

The Psalmist in 51:5, cried from within his soul, “Be- 
hold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.” There has not been a person who has not 
felt the influence of this sin nature that has held man 
in its grasp. Millions of animals have died, babies have 
been tossed to animals, and hundreds and thousands 
of people have died trying to rid man of this beastly in- 
fluence, but to no avail. Paul said in Romans 5:12, 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned.” Sin and its effects are universal; 
and as one body all men, from head to foot, from bone 
to skin, from mind to heart, and from idleness to actions, 
have been and are affected by sin. 

I AM CATHOLIC IN THE PROPITIATION. For the 
curse of sin upon the lives of all men, God, in His loving- 
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kindness and mercy, made a provVision for appeasement 
or atonement. This atonement or propitiation is not 
limited to a favored few, but as extensive as the curse 
of sin did abound, the grace of God did much more 
abound. The propitiation is not only universal in scope, 
but it is one in effort. When God saw the sin of man, He 
saw the sin as it enveloped the entire world; when He 
loved, He loved the “world” universally—all of it, in all 
of its entirety. When the wells of living waters were 
opened that man might drink, the call went out to 
“whosoever’—“he that is thirsty may drink.” In the 
great commission, Jesus sent His disciples forth, telling 
them to “go ye into all the world.” This, in itself, is 
evidence of the universality of the saving grace of God. 


The propitiation not over covers all, but lasts for al- 
ways. No man is compelled to cry once every year for 
his sin. No pay is required for penance to rescue man 
from the valley of death; “for by one offering He hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” He is every 
man’s High Priest, continually making intercession for 
His people. He does not restrict His intercession to those 
of a certain religious dogma. All the millions of slain 
animals could not save a man, but the blood from the 
wounded side of the Son of God can save a world of lost 
sinners. 


I AM A MEMBER OF A CATHOLIC CHURCH. Often, 
persons brag that their church is not connected with any 
other group. They say they are independent, and that 
they have no one over them to give orders or with whom 
to counsel. Such a statement is made in a boasting man- 
ner and should be said with a head bowed in shame. 
Churches have been erected and on the cornerstone the 
words inscribed: “With an aim of returning to the apos- 
tolic church.” At no time was the early Church made up 
of independent churches or fellowship congregations. 
Every church was an integral part of the whole. The 
doctrines of the early Church were the same wherever 
the gospel went. Instructions were sent from the apostles 
to the various churches and to the elders of the churches. 
The Church of God is that church which is democratic 
in power, with a pledge and a guarantee that every mem- 
ber is a part of a great catholic church—one in body, 
one in faith, and one in aim. 


The church was not only universal in doctrine, but the 
pillars of the church desired that the whole world should 
be enveloped in the sphere of the influence of the gospel. 
They were not content to let any power, whether the 
religion of the day or the religion of the people of a cer- 
tain country or the powers of the civil governments, hin- 
der the propagation of the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. God chose man to carry the gospel around the 
world; God gave him the story of the life, death, and res- 
urrection of His Son. It was not His desire that each 
man carry on his work by himself, so a church was 
builded against which the gates of hell should not pre- 
vail. Man from like mankind—condemned by an all- 
encompassing sin, saved by an all-sufficient Saviour— 
united in a world-wide fellowship or church to carry the 
gospel to man—THIS IS CATHOLIC. 
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Exercising CRs Spiritual ~ 7 


By BRADY DENNIS, State Overseer, New Mexico 


Hebrews 5:14b, “. .. by reason of use have their senses 
(spiritual faculties) exercised to discern both good and 
evil.” 

Sense—The faculty of receiving mental impressions 
through certain organs (sense organs) of the body; that 
is, sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch. As purely as 
physical sense establishes the five senses, so the Bible es- 
tablishes the thought of our spiritual senses. Today too 
few like the Hebrews, apparently do not know that we 
have spiritual senses and have failed to exercise them. 
Thus they have become dwarfed, and a weakened spirit- 
ual life has resulted in their not being able to discern be- 
tween good and evil. 

Turn to Hebrews 5:11-14. (Please read it again.) Can 
you see there a people who should be strong, healthy, ro- 
bust, active, grown men and women, who should be eat- 
ing meat, being examples in Christian living, and enjoy- 
ing their Christian experiences? Instead, they are sitting 
around pale, hollow-cheeked, faint, frail, undernourished, 
milk-drinking, professing Christians. 

Our text implies that we can have our spiritual senses 
exercised to the extent that we shall be able to discern 
between evil and good. This will, therefore, enable us to 
live a life above reproach, as well as become the proper 
example in handling God’s Word and influencing others 
to righteousness. 

The Moffatt Translation for the text is: “. . . those who 
have their»faculties trained by exercise to discern good 
and evil.” We need not exercise only (drive on, keep busy, 
and setting in habitual action, for the sake of improving 
and increasing skill), but we need to train (to exercise 
with a goal) to actually make something of ourselves for 
God. These Hebrews should have been grown Christians, 
teaching, but they needed to be taught. Verse 12. 

Let us give a brief study of our five spiritual senses. 





I. SPIRITUAL TASTE. 

Taste.—To prove or try the relish of anything by the 
palate or tongue. Job said, “the mouth tasteth meat.” 
Physical taste is important to one’s health and happi- 
ness. Equally as important is our spiritual taste to our 
spiritual health. Having spiritual taste is to have an in- 
ward experimental knowledge of a thing.-Psalm 34:8a, 
“O taste and see that the Lord is good.” Job said, “Can- 
not my taste discern.perverse things,” Job 6:30b. God’s 
Word is sweet to our taste. Psalm-1197103-105, “How sweet 
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are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to 
my mouth! Through thy precepts I get understanding: 
therefore I hate every false way. Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path.” It helps us to discern 
evil. The more we know His Word and the more we use it, 
the stronger our spiritual taste will be to discern evil, 
which will assist us in living a more victorious life, as well 
as setting the proper example for others. 

Good Taste.—A desire for good, wholesome, clean 
things. A person’s taste can be known by the company 
he keeps, by his conversations, and so forth. A good taste 
brings a clear conscience. Proverbs 4:24, “Put away from 
thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from 
thee.” You have often heard people say, “He (or she) has 
poor taste.” How is your spiritual taste? 





II. SPIRITUAL TOUCH Is Important. 

Touch.—To perceive by the sense of feeling. Ephesians 
4:19, 20 tells us of a people who have no sense of touch— 
“who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 


lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. - 


But ye have not so learned Christ.” Real Christians have 
a sense of touch. 

Christ is our High Priest who is able to be touched 
(moved), Hebrews 4:15. Too, we should be touched by the 
misfortune of others and render help in the time of need. 

Then we can use touch to test or prove our text “to dis- 
cern both good and evil”; to feel things out, or consider. 
Our spiritual touch or impulses should be so well trained 
that we could discern sin at a distance. 

Colossians 2:21, 22, “Touch not; taste not; handle not; 
which all are to perish with the using.” (A warning 
against false mysticism.) 

Warning Adam and Eve, God said, “Neither shall ye 
touch it, lest ye die,’ Genesis 3:3b. Paul warned the 
Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 6:17b, “Touch not the un- 
clean thing” (false gods). 

It is not how close we can get without falling, but it is 
how far away from danger we can stay. When one’s body 
or part of the body becomes numb, there is something 
wrong. Such a condition could be fatal. One of the pur- 
poses of feeling is to warn one of ailment. So it is with 
our spiritual feeling: 
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Ill. SPIRITUAL SMELL. 

Under the law, God told Moses (Exodus 30:34-38) how 
to make a special perfume, and He said, “It shall be unto 
thee holy for the Lord.” They were not to make the same 
formula for themselves lest judgment fall upon them and 
they be cut off from His people. “I will not smell the sa- 
vour of your sweet odours,” Leviticus 26:31b. It is often 
said of sacrifices or offerings that they were of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord, because they represented Christ— 
the great Gospel Sacrifice—and they were offered up by 
faith in Him. Christ, in offering Himself to God as a Sac- 
rifice for man, was called, by Paul in Ephesians 5:2, a 
Sacrifice of sweet-smelling savour. 

God has the sense of smell. He is the One who gave it 
to us. Just as the natural sense of smell is important to 
the health and happiness of an individual, likewise, the 
spiritual sense is important to the spiritual health and 
happiness of a Christian. Have you ever seen a person 
who does not have the sense of smell? He misses much 
pleasure in life because without the sense of smell, life is 
complex, inconvenient, and hazardous. Our spiritual sense 
of smell will bring happiness, convenience, and good will; 
it will guide and protect us against the snares of the devil. 
Sin has its own peculiar smell (scent). To me this is one 
of God’s warnings to let us discern sin. 
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IV. SPIRITUAL HEARING. 

Job 34:3, “For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth 
meat.” We are to use our ears—“He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear.” The man who has hearing difficulties 
is tremendously handicapped. Faulty hearing can endan- 
ger one’s life, as well as cause many heartaches. Perfect 
spiritual hearing is especially important. We need to hear 
God’s Word (His standard of holiness) and act upon it. 

You will recall the parable of the sower in the 13th 
chapter of Matthew. These persons heard the Word, but 
their hearing was not good; the results were alarming. 
To many His Word goes in one ear and out the other. 
Many sit and hear great sermons, but their hearing is 
bad. They take no action to do better; they fail to exer- 
cise their hearing. Some can hear all the gossip in the 
community and pass it on, but they cannot hear the 
Scripture that condemns such action. Although some ex- 
ercise their hearing to this extent, do not overlook the 
fact that God desires us to use our hearing for good, not 
evil. 

Hearing is the sense that is surpassed in value only by 
the sense of sight. Let us make sure that this sense is 
trained for the right. Our ears should be closed to worldly 
and ungodly things. It is no wonder that many people do 
not have good in their heads or hearts, because their ears 
take in everything the devil brings along. Beware of false 
doctrines! There are some who go every place listening 
to every doctrine conceivable, and soon they do not know 
what they believe. Be careful where you take your ears. 
Take them to the right place, and they will hear the 
right things. 

James 1:22, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hear- 
ers only, deceiving your own selves.” Romans 10:17, “... 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” If we fail to arouse ourselves to action, our hear- 
ing will become ineffective. The person using an alarm 
clock must heed the alarm if it is to be an asset to him. 
If the alarm is not heeded, it will soon not even awaken. 
James 1:23-25. We are not to be a forgetful listener, but 
an active agent. Let us exercise our hearing, so it will be 
healthy and strong—ready to discern the right and the 
wrong. 

Some are “dull of hearing,” Hebrews 5:11. Paul wanted 
to tell the Hebrews more about Christ and the true way 
of life, but he had to hold back because some were hard 
of hearing. This is a sad plight. 





V. SPIRITUAL SIGHT. 

“Where there is no vision the people perish,” Proverbs 
28:18a. Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:14 (Moffatt) refers to the 
spiritual man reading with the spiritual eye. In the midst 
of World War II, it was said that if means were brought 
about to take away the glasses of the Japanese, they 
would immediately collapse. “The light of the body is the 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Report of Progress — 





EST Coast Bible School 
W is the youngest of the 
Church of God Institutions. 


It was organized in 1949, and since 
that time has taken rapid strides. 
From a beginning number of six, the 
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enrollment has increased to sixty-five 
this past term. 

At its inception in 1949, the school 
was quartered in the Church of God 
at Pasadena, California. In 1950, it 
was decided a more central location 


was needed, and the school was moved 
to Fresno. Since the school has been 
in Fresno and under the leadership of 
Brother Lemuell Johnson, it has 
grown prolifically. Although the facil- 
ities are still greatly limited, the 
school has acquired two fine dormi- 
tories, and classroom space has 
been made available at the beautiful 
Church of God Temple. In future 
years with greater enrollments. in 
view, the management is considering 
a permanent site where the school 
can expand at will. 

The school is organized under two 
divisions: High School and Religious 
Education. West Coast is the only 
Church of God school besides Lee Col- 
lege that offers high school training. 
At present, the high school enrollment 
is much larger than the religious edu- 
cation department. This year’s high 
school graduating class marked two 
milestones in the school’s history. It 
was the largest senior class ever to 
graduate (12 students; largest previ- 
ous class was 7); and the first stu- 
dents who had attended WCBS all 
four years of high school graduated 
with this class. 

One significant fact is noteworthy 
here. Since its very beginning, every 
unsaved student who has attended the 
school has at some time received an 
experience 


West Coast Bible School 





The Church of God Evangel 


in salvation during the ~ 


se 


aaa oe 














time spent in school. The spirituality 
of the student body in general has 
from year to year been exceptionally 
high. Without doubt this is one of the 
greatest factors in the school’s suc- 
cess. 

The school is indebted greatly to its 
leaders who have been men and wom- 
en of strong Christian principles and 
tireless efforts. J. H. Hughes, former 
overseer of California, and Lemuell 
Johnson, principal and business man- 
ager for the past four years, and 
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many others too numerous to men- 
tion, is due a great debt of gratitude. 
Also, the present overseer of Californ- 
ia, H. B. Ramsey, and the school board 
consisting of all district overseers, 
have done much to bring the school 
to the place it is today. 

We of West Coast Bible School are 
proud of our past record which the 
Lord has so graciously given us; by 
His grace we are looking forward to 
even bigger and better things in the 
future.—Robert E. Fisher. 





Court of 
PRAISE 





PARROTT, Va. — God has blessed 
and has helped us to prosper at the 
Church of God in Parrott, Virginia, 
under the leadership of Brother and 
Sister James W. Riggs. We thank God 
for our pastor and for all the good 
members and friends of the church 
who have helped us to accomplish all 
of the improvements on our parson- 
age. We have added a new concrete 
porch and walk, rugs, shades, and 
curtains; we have built and covered 
cabinets in the kitchen, painted the 
outside of the parsonage, and put a 
new top on the cistern. 

We have painted the church, also 
(inside and outside), sanded the floor, 
and finished it with shellac and Gem 
seal. We have built three large Sun- 
day School rooms and have purchased 
a nice piano for $350. The total cost 
of the improvements is estimated at 
approximately $2,800. The church is 
free of all indebtedness.—Elbert L. 
Cox, Reporter. 


MONACA, Penn.—I praise the Lord 
for the way He has so wonderfully 
blessed our family. He completely 
healed our oldest girl of convulsions 
when she was two years old. I was 
sick with my nerves, and He healed 
me. I praise His dear name for it all. 
I love to testify for Jesus.—Mrs. Chris- 
tine Teams. 


MAGEE, Miss.—I thank God for 4 
salvation that we can feel and know 
about, and one which will keep us free 
from sin and condemnation if we will 
live close to God. I realize that with- 
out God I would be a complete failure, 
but through Christ which strength- 
ens, we can do all things. I thank God 
for the work at the South Shady 
Grove Church of God and it has been 
a pleasure to work with the fine group 
of people here. Some of them are as 
pure as gold, and that is the kind of 
people Jesus is coming back after. I 
also thank God for our state overseer 
and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. G. C. 
Hamby; our district pastor and fam- 
ily, Rev. and Mrs. M. H. Kennedy; 
and our pastor, J. L. Brasher, who has 
worked untiringly to promote the 
church and its program. I alse thank 
God for the Church of God and staff. 
—Mrs. J. L. Brasher. 


STOCKTON, Ga.—I praise the Lord 
for saving, sanctifying, and filling me 
with the Holy Ghost. I thank Him for 
healing me of a hurting in my left 
Side. He has healed me many other 
times, and I praise Him for all the 
good things He has done for me. Pray 
for me that I will be humble and 
faithful where God can use me in His 
= at all times.—Mrs. Major Ben- 
nett. 
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THE URGENCY OF THE HOUR 


By PAUL S. COOK, 
Pastor of the Oakwood (Knoxville) Church of God 


and today the Church of Jesus Christ is racing 

against three formidable factors; namely, a phe- 
nomenal population increase, the rise of numerous false 
cults and religions, and time. If Christ were keenly aware 
of the urgency of the hour in His day on earth when He 
said, “I must work the works of him who sent me while it 
is day: the night cometh when no man can work,” how 
much more then should we as His followers heed the 
challenge of the hour and rise to the occasion. 


Riding along a country road in the summer, one might 
see a group of farmers racing against time to get their 
hay or wheat in before the threatening rainstorm breaks, 
or before the evening shadows envelope the hillsides in 
darkness. These men have only one thought—to get the 
harvest in safely while the conditions are favorable. This 
urge transcends all physical needs, as they toil feverishly 
without taking out time to eat, or to relax their fatigued 
bodies under a shade tree. To those farmers, the most 
important consideration at that moment was the har- 
vest, and they put it first. 

One of the motivating factors that should spur every 
Christian worker to renewed efforts is the tremendous 
world-wide population increase. Every year there are 
approximately thirty million more births than deaths. 
At that rate, the population increase of five consecutive 
years would people another country the size of the United 
States. One of the direct results of this is that the edu- 
cational system of our country is being taxed beyond 
all imagination as greater numbers of children enroll 
in our public schools each year. In some sections of the 
country, particularly in rural areas, schools are having 
to operate in two shifts. In most schools the classrooms 
are so overcrowded that adequate teaching is practically 
impossible. To cope with this condition, there is a fran- 
tic school building program. In view of the terrific de- 
mands on public school facilities, it is logical that the 
churches would have similar demands in their religious 
educational program. But herein lies the tragic truth of 
the failure of the Church—our Sunday Schools are not 
having any great problem of class-crowding. This all 
focuses into a dark picture of the failure of our Sunday 
Schools and churches to keep up with the population 
increase. 


Gs THE SCRIPTURES, life is compared to a race, 


ANOTHER TRAGIC fact is that in many 

Asiatic heathen countries, the annual population increase 
is in the millions, but to keep pace with this growth, 
Christianity only has a few thousand converts. This 
means that the mission effort of our churches is not 
keeping up the pace, and every year the world has several 
million more heathen than it had in the previous year. 
The Church is then racing against the rise of many 
new cults. Father Divine in New York, is receiving thou- 
sands of deceived people into his “heaven” each year. 
Krishna Venta has hundreds of thousands of followers 
thinking that he is the Christ. The new cult of Bahaism 
is spreading its ungodly doctrine over large segments of 
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our population. Other new and strange religions are 
claiming great numbers of new converts annually. Then 
consider Communism, the most sinister and ominous of 
all religions. This modern movement may not be con- 
sidered by some as a religion, in fact communistic teach- 
ing itself decries against all organized religions. Never- 
theless, Communism is a religion, for its gods are Marx, 
Lenin and Stalin; its Bible is Das Capital, and its creed 
is the “Manifesto.” This religion has spread so alarming- 
ly until almost half of the world is either Communistic, 
or under its domination. 


For over a hundred years Christian missionaries have 
labored to bring China to Christ, but in the short space 
of less than ten years the Communists have complete 
control of this nation of half a billion people. They have 
accomplished in ten years that which Christian enter- 
prise could not do in a hundred years! In India, Com- 
munism is sweeping like a forest fire, with its half a 
billion inhabitants wishfully looking to the hammer and 
sickle to emancipate them from their poverty and near- 
starvation. Ironically, it is reported that the leaders of 
communistic advance in some parts of India are so- 
called Christians—Christians who have found the formal 
Christian faith to be a disappointing religious husk, 
and in their bitter disallusionment have turned to the 
glorious utopian mirage of Communism. Yes, tragedy of 
tragedies, the day of opportunity for Christian enterprise 
is coming to a speedy close as the Indian government is 
clamping down on foreign missionary activity, at the 
same time Communistic attacks are increasing their tem- 
po. Indeed, there is a race in Asia to gather the last 
gleanings of a hitherto meagre harvest, before the dark 
clouds of atheistic Communism enshroud the Orient in 
an impenetrable night of godlessness. 


HERE IN AMERICA, in this citadel of fun- . 


damental Christianity, the fifth column of many or- 
ganizations that masquerade as Christian, is undermin- 
ing the old-fashioned faith in the inspired Word and the 
divine Christ. Among the Pentecostal ranks, the malig- 
nant cancer of fanatic anarchy and cheap. methods of 
mob psychology is sweeping away many unstable souls, 
and fomenting many churches into hotbeds of corrup- 
tion. Many honest-hearted ministers are diligently 
searching their Bibles for the answer that they should 
have been preaching to their congregations ten years 
ago, but in many instances it is too late. 

The aforementioned conditions are serious in them- 
selves, but when viewed in the light of the brevity of the 
few remaining moments of this age of grace and spiritual 
opportunity, they are appalling. Paul, in his day, spoke 
of the swiftly passing days of grace when he said, “And 
that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed.” The sand in the hourglass of time is about 
run out, and the lowering thunderheads of the storm 
of the great tribulation are massing upon the horizon. 


(Continued on page 15) 
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«Night! 


By MRS. O. H. WOLFF 


Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:4-7, “But ye, brethren, are not 
in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 
thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of 
the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. There- 
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and 
be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night. 


IGHT—there is something majestic about that 

word. Night—when the sun hides its face beyond 

the horizon and the stars appear upon the screen 
of blackness. Night—when prince as well as pauper re- 
linquishes the cares and the toilings of the day and each 
settles down for one common thing—rest. There is some- 
thing mysterious about the night—its whisperings, its 
murmurings, its silerice. 


Scientists tell us that the night is divided into four dif- 
ferent parts or phases. First, there is the darkness that 
settles upon the face of the earth; next, sometime amid 
the darkness of the night the morning star appears; 
then, immediately following the appearance of the morn- 
ing star is the darkest hour of all the night; and finally 
at last, the dawn of another day. How wonderfully our 
God has made all things, for even the night itself speaks 
to us a lesson from the lips of God. Let us notice each 
of these parts. 


DARKNESS 


CERTAINLY one does not have a farfetched, 
fantastic idea when he says that this phase of the night 
is fast settling upon the face of the world. Spiritual dark- 
ness is hovering over the earth like a mother hen hover- 
ing over her chicks. Storm clouds are rising on the hori- 
zon. We can feel the pull, the tug. The forces of dark- 
ness are exerting their powers as never before. Great 
thinkers of today are perturbed and perplexed. The 
world is restless. New ways are being legislated whereby 
we can obtain peace and security. Above the door in the 
Geneva Palace, which once housed the League of Na- 
tions, were written these words “Peace and Safety.” The 
League with all its pacts and treaties failed, and now 
the United Nations has taken its place upon the screen 
of time. “We’ll negotiate for peace,” they said; yet they 
are afraid of uttering a prayer to the Giver of Peace for 
fear of offending the delegates from Moscow and the 
Kremlin. Ah, it is peace they want all right; peace and 
safety they are longing for, but I fear they are looking in 
the wrong direction and manipulating the wrong kind of 
tactics to attain their desired goal. 

God hasn’t told us to look for peace and safety but 
rather nation rising against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom and famines and earthquakes and pestilences 
in divers places. We would love to settle down and live 
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normal lives, but how utterly impossible this is in a world 
that is filled with sin, internal strife, and dissatisfaction. 
God hasn’t told us to expect people to long after the liv- 
ing Bread of Life but rather to expect people to turn 
away from the truth unto “teachers having itching ears.” 
A converted world—this is what many modernistic theolo- 
gians are teaching their congregations. How good it would 
be if it were only true. But Jesus said, “Distress of na- 
tions, with perplexity; the sea and waves roaring; Men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth.” DISTRESS OF 
NATIONS—flying saucers, atom bombs, hydrogen bombs 
—point like a great finger to a coming event. Darkness 
is fast settling upon our land! 


THE MORNING STAR 


Revelation 22:16b, “I am the root and the offspring of 
David, and the bright and morning star.” 


SOMETIME amid the darkness, sinfulness, 
and corruption of the night, the bright and morning Star 
is going to appear on the horizon. You may say, “How do 
I know if there is any such thing as a morning star? I’ve 
never seen one.” And why is it that you never see the 
morning star may I ask? It is because the majority of us 
are in the bed sleeping when it appears in the wee hours 
of the morning. Only the fellow who is awake and out- 
side looking sees the morning star. I fear that perchance 
it may be that way with some of us when Jesus comes to 
catch away His Bride. There is a possibility that some will 
not see Him, because they have reiaxed into a state of 
slumber. Only those who are awake and watching will 
see the morning Star! 

There is something about the night that, naturally 
speaking, makes one want to sleep. In the evening there 
is a tendency to relax and fall asleep. Sad to say, it 
seems as though this same tendency has carried over into 
the spiritual realm. Many Christians are letting Satan 
rock them to sleep in his rocking chair of idleness. No 
wonder Paul said, “Let us not sleep as do others.” One 
thing you will note is that as long as we are busy work- 
ing we shall not go to sleep. It’s only when we stop work- 
ing and sit down to relax that slumber settles upon us. 
As long as we are busily working for God, we aren’t in 
danger of becoming a sleeping Christian, but when we 
fold our hands and stop working for God, we are only 
giving Satan a chance to rock us to sleep. “They that 
sleep, sleep in the night.” Let’s take inventory. Spiritually, 
many of us need to lay aside our night clothes and shake 
ourselves, lest when we are finally awakened out of our 
sleep, it may be too late. We need to be dressed, ready, 
waiting, and watching. Only those who are awake can 
see the morning Star. Sometime amid this night of spir- 
itual darkness, Jesus is going to appear and call for His 
watching, waiting saints. 

It will happen on an ordinary day. While men are busy 
with the common pursuits and cares of life and while ev- 
erything is rolling on its accustomed course, unheralded, 
unbelieved, and unknown to this gay world the bright 
and morning Star is going to appear. While the wheels in 
the factories are rolling, the men in the mines are work- 
ing, and business is going at a steady pace, invisibly, 
noiselessly, and miraculously we shall vanish from the 
company and the fellowship of those about us and “shall 
be changed in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye.” 


(Continued on page 14) 
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RAT PACK ATTACKS CHURCH 
MEETING 
LOS ANGELES, California (EP) A 
rat pack gang, armed with knives, 
broken bottles, and jack handles, at- 
tacked a group of youths at a church 
meeting and wounded four of them 
One victim, Marcos Avila, 19, was re- 
rted in critical condition at General 
ospital. He suffered stab wounds in 
the chest, was slashed across the back, 
and hit on the head by a jack handle. 
Los Angeles police, tracing nick- 
names overheard by the victims, ar- 
rested three youths. Booked on su- 
spicion of assault with intent to com- 
mit murder were Adolph (Popo) 
Flores, 18; his brother, Fernando 
(Sleepy) Flores, 17: and Gilbert 
(Snaky) Salazar, 18. Sheriff’s depu- 
ties said the attack followed a joint 
meeting of three former gangs at the 
Little Church of the Eastside at 830 S. 
Herbert St. in East Los Angeles. Mem- 
bers of the groups have been working 
with the Reverend Andy Griffin, of- 
ficers added. The youths were on the 
church premises when cars halted 
nearby and a gang of about eighteen 
or twenty members alighted. They ap- 
parently singled out a small group of 
about five boys and attacked them 
without warning, said Detective Set. 
T. L. Newman, who termed the attack 
“a hit and run affair that didn’t last 
more than two minutes.” 


CRISWELL NEW HEAD OF 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST SUNDAY 
SCHOOL BOARD 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (EP) Dr. 
W. A. Criswell, pastor of First Baptist 
church, Dallas, Texas, was elected 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board at its semian- 
nual meeting here. He succeeds Dr. 
W. F. Powell, pastor of First Baptist 
church, Nashville, who was president 
for thirty-two years. 

It was reported to the meeting that 
total sales of the forty-seven Baptist 
bookstores increased $924,674 during 
the first four months of 1954 over the 
same period last year. “The greatest 
days of expansion of the Baptist Sun- 
Schoel Board are ahead,” Dr. 
Criswell said. “We are proposing 
greatly to increase the number of 
Baptist Sunday Schools, mission 
churches, and the ministries of our 
southwide assemblies at Glorieta, New 
oe and Ridgecrest, North Caro- 

na.” 


BRITISH BOBBY-SOXERS 
BRANDING SELVES FOR LOVE 


NOTTINGHAM, England (EP) An 
ugly new craze has spread among 
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English bobby-soxers. Blinking back 
tears, teen-age girls are carving their 
boy friends’ initials into the flesh of 
their own legs and arms. Some are 
rubbing burned wood into the cuts to 
make the scars more distinctive and 
the initials easier to read. 

The fad broke out last month at 
Swindon, near a U. S. Air Force base. 
Many teen-age students and factory 
girls said they branded themselves 
with American airmen’s initials. It 
spread to Nottingham, 100 miles north, 
and twenty-seven youth organizations 
in Nottingham County were trying to 
get it stopped before more girls are 
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scarred for life or dangerous blood 
Poisoning cases result. 

Notices banning scarred girls were 
posted today in several clubs. Social 
workers searched for psychological ex- 
planations of the fad. Some theorized 
it was related in some way to a 
strange feminine desire to be hurt and 
dominated by men. Others also said 
the girls branded themselves to show 
the depth and intensity of their feel- 
ings for the boy friends. Most parents 
saw it as simply a fad, and many were 
bending their daughters over their 
knees to inflict pain in the traditional 
way. 

This year the army is celebrating 
the 179th anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the chaplaincy. From a 
small beginning on July 29, 1775, the 
chaplaincy has grown into an organ- 
ization of more than 1,400 clergymen. 
It dates back to General Washing- 
tom’s call for clergymen in the days 
of the Revolution. 


SENATOR URGES PRAYERS 
FOR RUSSIA FREEDOM 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) Senator 
Knowland of California, the Senate 
Republican leader, called for designa- 
tion of a day of prayer “for the ulti- 
mate freedom of the people of Rus- 





sia” from their Communist masters. 1 
“Silently behind the Iron Curtain,” he | 
said, “a hundred million Russians 
could be asked by the Voice of Ameri- 
ca to join in such prayers.” 

Knowland told the Senate that the 
reported arrest in Moscow of Mrs. Ya- 
nina Khokhlov, whose husband de- 
serted to the west rather than fulfill 
an assassin’s mission for his bosses, 
showed a martyr’s courage which 
could become a rallying point for 
freedom-loving Russians. Knowland 
read the Senate a letter he said was 
handed to him by Nikolai Khokhlov, 
the woman’s husband, suggesting 
that “the force of public opinion” in 
the western world might save his 
wife’s life where diplomatic negotia- 
tion might fail. 

“Despite their Communist masters,” 
Knowland said, “the people behind the 
Iron Curtain also admire courage.” He 
said Mrs. Khokhlov displayed the type 
of courage that captures the imagina- 
tion when she urged her husband not 
to fulfill the assassination mission. 
“Mrs. Yanina Khokhlov may become 
a symbol of courage which will some- 
day bring the Communist tyranny 
crashing down,” Knowland said. 


MAU MAUS KILL MISSION 
TEACHERS 

NAIRO, Kenya, Africa (EP) Seven 
Meru Methodist mission teachers were 
ambushed and slashed to death by 
Mau Mau terrorists, police reported 
here. The teachers were ambushed by 
about ten armed men in the forest 
near the Meru school, police added, 
saying that the Mau Mau apparently 
was turning its attention once again 
to the mission schools. 


General Matthew B. Ridgway, Unit- 
ed States Army Chief of Staff, recent- 
ly praised the American Bible Societ: 
as “countering false propaganda wit 
the voice of God.” 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith of Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary will be the speaker 
at the fifth annual convention of the 
Christian Booksellers Association in 
Chicago from August 23 to 26. The or- 
ganization now has 400 paid members, 
and this year’s convention will fea- 
ture 116 exhibit booths. 
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ARKANSAS 


PINE BLUFF, Ark.—Mrs. Pauline 
Cope of Chattanooga, Tennessee, came 
to our church May 16 and conducted a 
three weeks’ revival. Our church was 
greatly blessed, and not only the 
church, but the whole city benefited 
by her co this way. The two 
broadcasting stations donated us 16 
programs, and her soul-stirring mes- 
sages were heard by many people. 
Sister Cope will be a blessing to any 
church. Through the day she took her 
accordion and visited in the homes. 
Many times she brought the entire 
family to tears with her music and 
singing.—C. B. Donahue, pastor. 


GEORGIA 

DULUTH, Ga.—We have just had a 
successful revival with Evangelist P. P. 
Carpenter. Thirty-four were saved, 15 
sanctified, 11 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 13 baptized in water, 17 added 
to the Church, and 45 had the Lord’s 
Supper and Feet Washing. Our church 
was blessed with soul-stirring preach- 
ing every night. We can recommend 
the evangelist to any church that 
wants the old-time message. We ap- 
preciate our pastor and his wife, the 
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Carpenter, for 
under his leadership the church has 
increased in every department.—Mrs. 
Loyce Anglin, reporter. 


OFFERMAN, Ga.—A revival broke 
out in our Y.P.E., and we were privi- 
leged to have Elgus Howard, of Hamp- 
ton, South Carolina, as the evangelist 
for three nights. The results were: 6 
saved and sanctified, 1 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 6 baptized in water, and 6 
added to the church. This boy who 
preaches under the anointing power 
of the Holy Ghost is only twelve years 
old, and we have secured him for a 
revival in the near future. He is a 
great blessing to the young people. We 
do appreciate our good pastor, Brother 
W. K. Livingston, and his faithful 
wife. They have worked so hard to see 
the church grow. We are increasing in 
every department.—H. B. Davis, Clerk. 


IOWA 
OSKALOOSA, Iowa—We are prais- 
ing God for His blessed Spirit which 
He gives to His people. We had a won- 
derful morning service which resulted 
in 2 people being saved. Our congre- 
ation is growing and more people are 
inding the Saviour. In the afternoon, 
6 people from our congregation were 
ptized in the river. After the o—- 
tism, 4 people were received into the 
church. God continued to enrich our 
lives with His blessing in the evenin 
service. Also, last Thursday a reviv: 
started in Bussey with Richard Mar- 
bieter as the evangelist. Our pastor is 
Herschel K. Wren.—Dorothy Mitchell, 
Church Reporter. 
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MISSOURI 


LITTLE RIVER, Mo.—We have just 
had an old-time revival with Brother 
Bertis N. Miles, of Chetopa, Kansas, 
as the evangelist. Ten were saved, 6 
sanctified, 10 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 10 added to the church, and 7 
baptized in water. Sister Lourain 
Mashburn, our pastor, is doing a great 
work.—Reporter. 


WEST VIRGINIA 

BLUE PENNANT, W. Va.—A great 
revival is now in progress at the Blue 
Pennant Church of God. Twenty-two 
have already been saved, 18 sancti- 
fied, and 18 filled with the Holy Ghost. 
We are still os greater things 
to be accomplished before this revival 
closes. The evangelist, Brother W. H. 
Dudley, and his wife, are being a great 
blessing. Many people who haven’t at- 
tended church are coming to these 
services and many are under convic- 





EAST SPENCER, N. C.—We have 
just had a wonderful five-week revi- 
val in a new field. The Lord’s power 
was greatly manifested almost every 
night. Brother Paul Searcy, who is 
now pastoring at Oakboro, North Car- 
olina, was the evangelist. Fifteen were 
saved, 10 sanctified, 1 was filled with 
the Holy Ghost, 13 were baptized in 
water, and a new church was set in 
order with 16 members. Many others 
from some of the nominal churches 
are looking toward the Church of God 
and have been seeking the Holy Ghost 
during this meeting. Brother D. M. 
Hancock, a blind preacher, moved to 
East Spencer about four months =~ 
and began to have mission services 
his house. A Sunday School was or- 
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tion. Please help us pray that these 
will come to God.—Mrs. Betty Are- 
hart, reporter. 


WASHINGTON 


KELSO, Wash.—The greatest revival 
in the history of the local church was 
closed last night after going three 
weeks. The evangelist for the first 
week was Brother Ed Truluck and on 
Wednesday night of the second week 
Brother N. G. Ridgeway, pastor of 
Portland, Oregon, and Brother Wayne 
A. Searfoss, pastor of Scatter Creek, 
Washington, teamed up and started in. 
Nineteen were saved, 2 sanctified, and 
numbers of people were healed—some 
of arthritis, yellow jaundice, et cetera. 
Brother Ridgeway, Brother Searfoss, 
and Brother Truluck are wonderful 
evangelists with a great message. We 
give God all the praise for what was 
accomplished. Praise His wonderful 
name!—Ira J. Cruce, pastor. 


ganized with 23 members, and the in- 
terest has continually grown ever 
since. We were so determined to have 
a Church of God in East Spencer that 


we raised enough money purchase 
a very nice corner lot on the main 
street of town. The Sunday that the 
church was organized, we raised an- 
other $100. We expect to begin erect- 
ing a building or basement very soon. 
Two more members were added the 
week after organizing, and we now 
have 18 members. We praise God for 
another Church of God where the full 
gospel will be preached, and the power 
of God will be w icomed in all serv- 
ices. Please pray nat many souls may 
be added unto us daily—Mrs. Viola 
Hall, Reporter. 
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Night! 
(Continued from page 11) 


Strange announcements will appear in the papers; ter- 
rifying newscasts will be flashed across the continent; 
and strange accounts will be whispered around in the so- 
ciety circles; the world will be stirred, but the watching 
and waiting will have been transported from the darkness 
of the world into the never fading glory of His presence! 


THE DARKEST HOUR 


THEN shall settle down and shroud the earth 
the darkest hour of all the night. Amos described it as a 
day of howling and mourning; a day like unto a man 
fleeing from a lion and met a bear; a day when a man 
went into the house and leaned his hand on the wall and 
a serpent bit him. Man will run from one calamity and 
meet a greater; he shall find no safety. Revelation 16 
gives a vivid picture of that distressing hour, but I sup- 
pose one could give a brief resume by reading Revelation 
14:9, 10a, “And the third angel followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation.” 


The undiluted wrath of God is going to be poured out 
upon the earth. When we dilute something we weaken it; 
God is going to pour out His wrath in full strength. Joel 
once again tells us how that “there hath not been ever 
the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the 
years of many generations.” In this present day we 





sometimes see the hand of God move in judgment, but it 
is judgment mingled with mercy. Then it will be undilut- 
ed wrath without pity, judgment without mercy. Men 
will pray to die and death will flee from them during the 
darkest hour of all time! 


THE DAWN 


THANKS be to God, the darkest hour cannot 
last always but precedes the dawn of day. The sun is go- 
ing to really shine one of these days. 


The Jews were disappointed when Christ did not set 
up an earthly kingdom, but when Jesus rode into Jerusa- 
lem on the donkey, He came as a Redeemer and not as 
an earthly king. Just wait until He comes as King. It will 
be in a kingly fashion with great power and glory. 


The world is longing for peace and safety; it is longing 
for a leader who can solve all the political, religious, and 
¢conomical problems. Sad to say, one will come in His 
G@wn name and will bring temporary prosperity that will 
a@nly end in doom and catastrophe. This superhuman 
ruler, the antichrist, will fail, too. Doomed, indeed, is this 
world until the day dawns for the arrival of the Prince of 
Peace, the Man of Sorrows, the Immaculate Son of the 
Highest, the King of kings, the Lord of lords—Jesus 
Christ Himself. That will be the day that we have so 
long awaited. 

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us 
watch and be sober.” “For in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of Man cometh.” 

Revelation 16:15, “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is 
he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 
naked, and they see his shame.” 











SMITH 

Fred E. Smith, 66, Port Huron resi- 
dent for thirty-one years and retired 
Detroit Edison worker, died unexpect- 
edly Saturday, July 31, 1954, in his 
home at 2020 Poplar Street. He was 
born September 19, 1887, in Stockholm, 
Sweden, and moved to Port Huron 
from Bay City in 1923. He married 
Anna M. Smith on March 12, 1917, in 
Bay City. Mr. Smith was a member 
of the Blue Water Edison Athletic As- 
sociation, the Thumb District Edison 
Club, and served as a trustee of the 
Church of God for more than fifteen 
years. He attended schools in Sweden 
and Detroit before moving here. He 
retired in 1952 from the Edison Com- 
pany where he had served for forty 
years as a boiler-room foreman. Mr. 
Smith served with the Swedish Mer- 
chant Marine prior to World War I. 

He is survived by his widow; five 
sons, Edmund J. Smith and Gosta 
Smith, both of Port Huron; Dr. Fred 
W. Smith, San Diego, California; Rob- 
ert C. Smith, Ypsilanti; and Lee R. 
Smith, Detroit; four daughters, Mrs. 
Marion A. Hall, Detroit; Mrs. Lucille 
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Marshall, Center Line, Michigan; Mrs. 
Donna M. Burns, Emmett; and Mrs. 
Anna F. Post, Port Huron; two broth- 
ers, Gostave Schmidt of Detroit, and 
Thore Schmidt of Stockholm, Sweden; 
two sisters, Olga Schmidt and Martha 
Karrlson of Stockholm; and twelve 
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held in the Church of God at 1 p.m., 
August 3, 1954, with J. C. Hodges of- 
ficiating. Burial was in Sunset Me- 
morial Gardens. Pallbearers were: 
A. R. MacDonald, Elmer Boshaw, 
George Wehner, Charles Bowen, Dar- 
win Durance and Howard Bond. 





NEWPORT 


Brother A. T. Newport collapsed and 
died while preaching at the Lone Oak 


Church of God near Chattanooga, 
June 13, 1954. In March Brother New- 
port gave up the church which he 
was pastoring because of his failing 
health. He had a great burden for 
lost souls, and occasionally he would 
preach. He had made the statement 
many times that when the Lord called 
him from this life, he wanted to be 
in the pulpit preaching to lost souls. 
God gave him the desire of his heart. 
He suffered a heart attack while de- 
livering a sermon, and it was believed 
that he died instantly. 

Brother Newport was born in Car- 
rollton, Missouri, in 1898. He had been 
active in the ministry for 22 years— 
pastoring churches in Kansas, Ala- 
bama, and Tennessee. His last pas- 
torate was at Hastons Chapel Church 
of God. Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 
Vera L. Newport, of Dunlap; three 
daughters, Mrs. Minnie Lee, of Eason- 
ville, Alabama; Mrs. Virgie Hughes, of 
Oak Ridge, Oregon; and Mrs. Caro- 
lina Crumpton, of Dunlap.—Alton 
Sims, Clerk, Dunlap, Tennessee. 


DENNIS 


Aunt Edna Dennis, 76 years of age, 
departed this life on June 16. She was 
the wife of the late “Uncle” Wilson 
Dennis, and a member of the Mar- 
bury Church of God. She is survived 
by four sisters and one brother. The 
funeral service was conducted at the 
Church of God by Brother Horace 
Headley.—Mrs. Tom McConnell. 
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Exercising Our Spiritual Senses 
(Continued from page 7) 


eye,” Matthew 6:22a. The eyesight goes deeper than just 
the surface. Ephesians 4:18 tells us about the “blindness 
of the heart.” This comes about through an “evil eye.” 
Matthew 6:23, “But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in 
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!” It is said 
that eighty-seven per cent of all impressions retained 
come through the eye gate. Our spiritual sight is extreme- 
ly important. 


COMMON EYE AILMENTS. 

1. Pink Eye.—The devil makes worldliness look color- 
ful, but it is painful when yielded to. 

2. Crossed Eyes.—It’s too bad that people cannot keep 
their eyes straight. They get crossed and nothing looks 
right to them. 

3. Double Vision.—Seeing two objects at once and try- 
ing to follow both; exaggeration—dangerous. 

4. Nearsighted.—No vision for future development. 2 
Peter 1:9, “But he that lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off.” 

5. Farsighted.—_Everything in the future; nothing to- 
day; by and by. 

6. Out of Focus.—Everything cloudy and hazy; life is 
all wrong. 

7. Cataracts—A creeping paralysis which gradually 
cuts off the vision. If we fail to recognize sin as SIN, it 
will gradually cut off our spiritual sight, which is fatal 
to a Christian. 


SPIRITUAL VITAMINS. 

I have been told that our boys in World War II, when 
doing night flying, drank carrot juice to improve their 
eyesight. It is possible to lack spiritual vitamins. Read 
closely 2 Peter 1:3, 4. If we will take regularly the vita- 
mins in 2 Peter 1:5-10, our spiritual sight will quickly and 
permanently improve (verse 10b). 

Hatred is fatal to spiritual sight. 1 John 2:9, 10. 


EYE EXERCISE. 

Eye doctors often have their patients to do certain ex- 
ercises to strengthen their eyes. The following exercises 
will help us as Christians: 

1. Looking unto Jesus—Hebrews 12:2. 

2. Look to yourself—2 John 8. 

3. Looking out for the interest of others—Philemon 
3:3, 4. 

4. Look at things not seen—2 Corinthians 4:18. 

5. Looking for a city—Hebrews 11:10; 2 Peter 3:13, 14. 

6. Looking for the blessed hope—Titus 2:13. 

7. Looking for Jesus to return—-Hebrews 9:28. 

“But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, 
for they hear,” Matthew 13:16. 

PROOF that all our senses need to be in good condi- 
tion at all times—Genesis 27. 

1. Isaac’s sight was bad—verse 1. 

2. His feel (touch) was bad; he was tricked—verse 22. 

3. Taste bad—couldn’t discern the kind of meat—verse 
25. 

4. Smell good, but not good enough. Clothing does not 
make the man—verse 27. 


August 28, 1954 


5. Hearing good—verse 22. Why did he not heed his 
sense of hearing? It was enough, but he failed. 

TEXT: “. .. who through constant practice have their 
spiritual faculties carefully trained to distinguish good 
from evil.”—Weymouth. 





The Urgency of the Hour 

(Continued from page 10) 
Great gusts of godlessness and skepticism sweep over the 
populace, as harbingers of the evil regime of the Anti- 
christ. 

Time always has been valuable, but in this modern 
age it is increasingly in demand, and as a result it is even 
more precious. The value of the dollar has gone down, 
but the price of a minute has gone up. This is the age 
of man-hours, of production, of crowded schedules and 
speed. After a day of production speed-up demands, the 
worker goes home to many “do-it-yourself” chores that 
await around the house. Every waking moment is crowd- 
ed with activity—activity spent for selfish pursuits to 
make life more comfortable or more pleasurable. But 
souls die and go to hell. 

Ministers of the gospel buy and sell cars. They build 
and sell houses and real estate; they play croquet upon 
the lawns of their elaborate parsonages. They ride up and 
down the highways visiting friends and relatives, or they 
spend hours before a television set—and souls are going 
to hell. Time’s chariot never stops as it carries its im- 
mortal cargo to the eternal world. Nothing can stop it— 
wealth, fame, position, or human greatness cannot check 
its lightning speed. Bankers and beggars, gangsters and 
saints, ministers and devils sit side by side in this uni- 
versal chariot as it sweeps its passengers to their final 
destiny of heaven or hell. 

One writer has expressed the responsibility of time 
when he said, “Time! Time! TIME! Oh frightful word 
thou art! Let all the orators of earth exhaust their 
power to portray its stupendous meaning. Yea, let all 
the angels employ their pens and tongues telling us of 
the fearful responsibilities associated with time, and they 
fall infinitely short, as time is the hour when we put on 
eternal character. If there is a palm of victory for you 
in eternity, it will be won on the battlefield of time; if 
there is a crown of glory, it will be the price of Jesus’ 
blood on the desolate coast of time. If for you there is 
a scream in hell, if there is a ‘worm that dieth not’ and a 
‘fire that cannot be quenched,’ it will be kindled in time 
by your own fingers to burn you in eternity.” 

Today, we can reach out a helping hand and rescue 
a hell-bound soul from a flaming torment of tomorrow. 
May we not fail! 





1 Am Protestant 
(Continued from page 4) 


was pure gold, like unto glass .. . and the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls.” It will be there that: 

“Face to face shall I behold Him, 

Far beyond the starry sky; 

Face to face in all His glory, 

I shall see Him by and by.” 

Protestantism can “speak that we do know oni testify 
that we have seen,” because it has the experience of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit of God, and as long as it has 
that experience in Christ, it will have the testimony. 
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